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It was $our animer les descendans d'un si lrave chien a se
rendre aussi Ions que lui, et encore meilleurs. It was great
pity that the Cardinal d'Amboise had no bastard puppies,
or to be sure his Majesty would have written his Prime
Minister's life too, for a model to his successors.

As this is a very gossiping letter about nothings, I will
tell your Ladyship an incident that struck me the other
night. Lady Beaulieu thought Lady Albemarle mourned
too long for Lady Vere; Mrs. Hussey said, ' Madam, they
were cousin-germans.' I scoffed at Mrs. Hussey, thinking
them removed by two or three generations, but she was in
the right ,* Lady Albemarle is daughter of the first Duke of
Eichmond, and Lord Vere was son of the first Duke of
St. Albans; yet Charles II has been dead ninety-eight years;
nay, Lady Albemarle or the Bishop of Hereford3 may mourn
some years hence for the other. Lady Albemarle supped at
Lady Aylesbury's on Sunday night, drank two glasses of
champagne, and stayed till past one in as good spirits as
ever I saw her.

There has been a more rapid succession in another family.
Several years ago, when Lord Strafford and I were at Lord
Thomond's, we walked to Walden Church, and were shown
in a vault there the coffins of eleven Earls and Countesses
of Suffolk that had died since 1700. With this last Earl*
there have been seven more since that time. You will not
wonder, Madam, that I know no modern news, when I am
so deep in the lore of obituaries! Your other correspon-
dents will tell you les dits et gestes du $i&cle; it is more
seemly for me to concern myself about past generations
than about the rising one.

8 Lord James Beauclerfc (1702- * Thomas Howard (1721-1788),
1787), Bishop of Hereford, 1746-87. fourteenth Karl of Suffolk.nt, did I hear questions called
